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Raven’s Roost: A Message from 

the Principal  
Based on a lengthy application process and a 
comprehensive examination by a visiting 
committee, River Bend has once again been 
name a school-to-watch by the Virginia Middle 
School Association.  This is a prestigious award 
reserved for schools that demonstrate 
excellence in all aspects of the student 
experience.   
 
We are proud of our accomplishments and 
believe the students at River Bend Middle 
School enjoy a rich curriculum.  Because of our 
Professional Learning Community model (PLC), 
our teachers are able to collaborate on all 
aspects of instruction, including formative 
assessments and research based interventions 
known as RTI (response to intervention). 
 
The month of January is packed with a plethora 
of culminating activities from the music 
department.  It is always an exciting time that 
showcases the talent of our students.  It also 
signals the end of the first semester.  Exams will 
be administered for high school credit courses 
only during that final week. 
 
I encourage you to be active in your child’s 
education.  Join the PTA and volunteer your 
services.  It’s the best investment you will ever 
make.  

Administrative Assistance 
If, due to a disability, you need assistance to 
enable you to participate meaningfully in a 
meeting or conference, etc., please contact Mr. 
Robert Phillips at 571-434-3220 at least five 
working days prior to the meeting. 
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Servicios Especiales  -  Si por alguna razón de 
salud usted necesitara asistencia  (silla de 
ruedas, alguien que maneje hasta el colegio, 
etc.) para poder atender una de las actividades, 
sea una conferencia, reunión, evento, etc. por 
favor contacte al Sr. Robert Phillips al 571-434-
3220 con por lo menos 5 días anteriores al 
evento.  Si fuera necesario los servicios de un 
intérprete para participar de actividades, 
conferencias, reuniones, eventos o algún 
programa, por favor contacte a la escuela con la 
misma anticipación.  

RBMS Administration 
Principal ..........................................Bennett Lacy 
Asst. Principal ...........................LaShanté Knight 
Asst. Principal ...............................Robert Phillips 
Attendance Secretary.......................Truus Foard 
Secretary.....................................Dawn Mahoney 
Bookkeeper..............................Stephanie Napert 
Parent Liaison.............................Tricia Anderson 
 . 
  

House A (8th Grade) 
Dean ..........................................Melissa Dober 
Counselor..................................Janae Gwizdala 
Secretary.........................................Robin Byrd 
  

House B (7th Grade) 
Dean......................................Deborah Agunsday 
Lead Counselor……………..…………Sherri Robinson 
Secretary.........................................Julie Bahun 
 
House C (6th Grade) 
Dean ...........................................Kathryn Clark 
Counselor ……………….……........Veronica Williams 
Secretary.......................................Gwen Pride 
 

RBMS Contact Information 
Main office:   571-434-3220 

Absentee Line:   571-434-3222 

Website:   www.lcps.org/rbms 

Address:  River Bend Middle School 
    46240 Algonkian Parkway,  

                  Sterling, VA  20165 

School Hours 
School hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3:18 p.m.  The 

building will be open for students at 8:00 a.m.  

Any student arriving before 8:00 a.m. may wait 

in the cafeteria.  Breakfast is served from 8:00 

a.m. until 8:20 a.m.  Students that are not 

eating breakfast and all other students arriving 

after 8:00 a.m. are to go to their appropriate 

grade level House.  All students will report to 

their first block classroom at the 8:15 a.m. bell. 

Visitor, Volunteer, and Late 

Student Sign in Procedure 
All visitors need to stop by the main office upon 

arrival.  Each visitor, volunteer, and all late 

students will log into the computer located on 

the table to your left as you enter the Main 

Office.   A pass or name tag will automatically 

print out.  While at RBMS you will be required 

to wear a visitor’s name tag.  Students will take 

their late pass to their House office and sign in 

there as well.  Please be prepared to show a 

valid ID. 

Student Drop off Procedure 
We have signs to direct traffic through our 

parking lot.  The school’s front parking 

lots should not to be used as a morning drop off 

area.  Please follow the “ravens” to the area 

designated for student drop off located on the 

side of River Bend.  This area was created for 

the safety of our students. In order to maintain 

a continuous flow of traffic, pull up as far as 

possible and allow your student to exit the 

http://www.lcps.org/rbms
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vehicle at any point on the sidewalk. Be 

considerate of others and move on once your 

child disembarks. If you would like to wait with 

your child until the doors open at 8 o’clock, 

please move to a parking space. Please do not 

park in the designated student drop off area. 

Early Dismissals 
If at all possible, please send a note in with your 

child the morning of an appointment. The 

student’s house secretary will write a pass to 

excuse the student at the appropriate time.  

This will alleviate the need to disrupt the 

classroom and your child will be waiting in the 

front office when you arrive.  

Students Tardy to School 
 All students must be in their classroom by the 

8:30 a.m. bell.  Any student arriving to class 

after the 8:30 a.m. bell will be considered 

“tardy” and must sign in at the main office to 

receive a “tardy” pass.  A parent/guardian 

should accompany their student to the office or 

send a note with the student when arriving late 

to school.   

Attendance 
River Bend parents: we need your help! When 

your child is absent, please call the attendance 

line at (571) 434-3222 to notify the school. For 

your convenience, this is a 24-hour answering 

machine.  An absence will be unexcused if the 

school does not receive a note or a phone 

message from the parent or guardian. 

School Work Requests 
When students are absent, the parent/guardian 

should call the Absentee Line at 571-434-3222 

and inform the school of the reason for absence 

and when they will return to school.  Please do 

not request class work on the Absentee Line.  If 

a student has missed three or more days, the 

parent/guardian may request missed school 

work from their child’s house secretary.  The 

class work will be available for pick up on the 

following day.  To make arrangements for an 

extended absence, please contact your students 

Counselor and the Attendance Secretary in the 

Main Office at:   571-434-3220.  

Address and Phone Changes 
Moving?  New phone number?  We need your 
address and telephone updates. 
If you are moving and your child will be 

attending another school for 2012-13, please 

notify your child’s counselor as soon as 

possible.  

If you have moved and are still within our 

attendance zone, please remember to stop by 

the school to fill out a change of address form.  

We will need to see proof of your new 

residence.  This proof can be a lease, deed, 

settlement papers or mortgage statement.   

To change a work or home telephone number, 

parents/guardians need to contact the 

attendance secretary at 571-434-3220 or on 

line at www.loudoun.k12.va.us. 

Lost and Found 
River Bend has several areas designated for lost 

items such as lunch boxes, books, binders, and 

clothing.  Students that miss place their 

http://www.loudoun.k12.va.us/
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belongings can check in the Lost and Found that 

is located in the short hallway next to the 

counselor’s office in each House.  Items of value 

or importance such as phones, iPods, agendas, 

glasses, jewelry or keys are kept in the House 

secretary’s office.  If your student has lost an 

item, please encourage them to check in the 

Lost and Found or with their House secretary.  

Items that go unclaimed will be 

donated at the end of each quarter 

to a local charity. 

Inclement Weather Delays 
In the event that weather or other reasons 

require either closing or delaying the opening of 

school before buses start on their routes, 

announcements will be made over the radio 

and TV stations listed below by 6:00 A.M.   

These stations are notified by direct calls and 

should be the primary stations that are 

monitored. 

When conditions require school closings or 

early dismissal of students, announcements will 

be given to the following radio and TV stations: 

Radio:              TV: 

WMAL 630 AM              WRC TV 4 
WTOP 1500 AND 103.5              FOX TV 5 
WINC 92.5 FM               WJLA TV 7 
                WUSA TV 9 
               News Channel 8 
 
If severe weather strikes while students are in 

school, a decision to close school for the 

remainder of the day may be made. Activating 

the transportation system due to inclement 

weather takes time. In the event of a delayed 

opening, please stay tuned to the radio/TV 

stations in case some change in the weather 

causes schools to be closed for the day. 

All after-school activities requiring school bus 

transportation are canceled. Other school 

activities not requiring transportation service 

are the discretion of the school principal. Please 

check the district website, or your school’s 

website, for specific information. 

One Hour Delay 
09:25                                      Warning Bell 
09:30 –   10:47                        1A/5B Block 
10:52 – 12:42                        3A/7B Block 
12:47 – 2:00                        2A/6B Block  
2:05 –   3:18                        4A/8B Block 
 

One Hour Delay Lunch Schedule 
10:52 – 11:22                       LUNCH A 
11:02 – 11:32                           LUNCH B 
11:27 – 11:57                        LUNCH C 
11:37 – 12:07                           LUNCH D 
12:02 – 12:32                           LUNCH E 
12:12 – 12:42                           LUNCH F 
 

Two Hour Delay 
10:25                        Warning Bell 
10:30 – 11:28                       1A/5B Block 
11:33 – 1:23                       3A/7B Block 
1:28 –   2:15                     2A/6B Block 
2:20 –   3:18                       4A/8B Block 
 

Two Hour Delay Lunch Schedule 
11:33 – 12:03                       LUNCH A 
11:43 – 12:13                           LUNCH B 
12:08 – 12:38                           LUNCH C 
12:18 – 12:48                           LUNCH D 
12:43 – 1:13                             LUNCH E 
12:53 – 1:23                             LUNCH F 
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Weather Alerts 
Register with Loudoun Alert to receive up-to-

the-minute school status regarding closings, 

delays, early dismissals, and special 

circumstances via automatic email updates at:  

https://alert.loudoun.gov.   

Counselor’s Corner 
Janae Gwizdala, 8th Grade Counselor, 
AOS and TJ 
Sherri Robinson,  7th Grade Couselor 
Veronica Williams, 6th Grade 
Counselor 
Welcome back from Winter Break!  Please 

remember that counselors are available as a 

resource to both students and parents.  We can 

assist with a variety of issues and concerns, and 

we are easy to contact by calling 571-434-3220 

or by using our email addresses (found on the 

River Bend Website). 

Teacher recommendations for classes to be 

taken in 2013-14 will be made in early February. 

The course selection process will begin in mid-

February for rising 7th & 8th graders. 

The course selection process for rising 9th 

graders will be beginning very soon.  The first 

step is for all teachers to make 

recommendations for each student about what 

level of classes they should take in 9th grade.  

After those are completed by the teachers, each 

student will choose their electives and bring 

home their recommendation form, then 

parents and students can make their final 

selections for the 9th grade classes.  We ask 

that you please consider the teacher 

recommendations when making your choices.  

(**Remember that the teachers see your child 

in the academic setting and have a very good 

idea about their ability level as well as their 

work ethic.  Although you as the parent have 

the ultimate say in this decision, please take 

time to consider the teacher’s 

recommendation**. ) Ms. Janice Koslowski, 

Principal of PFHS, will visit with the rising 9th 

graders on January 29th during Resource, to 

introduce herself and other key staff members. 

She will also have a Q & A time for students to 

share any concerns they might have regarding 

high school transition. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Rising 9th Grade Parent Orientation will be held 

at 6:30 p.m. on January 24th at PFHS. 

Semifinalist notifications will be sent to TJ 

applicants – Friday, January 18th. 

ACADEMIC ADVISORY ENRICHMENT FAIR 
In efforts to prepare 5th graders for success as 

they transition to Middle school; as well as, our 

students in Middle and High School students, 

the MSAAC Executive Board is hosting an 

"Academic Advisory Enrichment Fair" on 

Saturday, February 9, 2013.  This Fair will be 

held at our LCPS Administration Building from 

12 - 4pm.   

This Academic Advisory Enrichment Fair 

directly aligns with both a LCPS School Goal and 

the MSAAC Goal of increasing minority 

participation and performances in Advanced 

Placement (AP) and honor related classes in 

higher grade levels across the county.  The Fair 

will equip, and educate our LCPS families on the 

best tools and practices (i.e...a Roadmap) to 

successfully navigate throughout the school 

years; as well as empower and encourage 

parents to serve as advocates for their children 

towards achieving academic success!  

https://alert.loudoun.gov/
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An outcome of success will be reflected during 

the 2012-2013 year and beyond, expecting an 

increase in minority student's participation and 

performance in AP and Honor related classes 

(i.e. taking at least 2 honors classes in the 

higher grade levels).  This metric would serve as 

an input into evaluating the effectiveness 

of student improvement plans around this 

objective.   

During the Fair, there will be a "Town Hall" 

conversation with LCPS School Board 

Representatives, and presentations of “gap 

buster” resources working in the community.  

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate 

to contact Kenya Savage, MSAAC Chair at 

notlrnc@yahoo.com. 

PARENT WORKSHOP 
You are invited to a parent workshop that will 
be sponsored by the School Counselors.  The 
workshop will be held on January 24th at 8:45 
a.m. in the school's library.  The focus of the 
workshop will be to provide information on 
Mental Health: Its effect on Self-Injury, Moody 
Teens, and Risky Behavior.  The workshop will 
be led by the school's social workers. 

 

Bully Box 
In an effort to reduce the incident of bullying at 
RBMS, the school counselors have placed Bully 
Boxes in each house office so that students can 
anonymously report any incident that they 
witness or experience on the school grounds or 
at the bus stops. We want our school to be safe 
and to feel safe.  Please encourage your child to 
report any mistreatment by using the Bully Box 
or by telling their school counselor, dean, or 
teachers. 

 

Parent Link 
Tricia Anderson, Parent Liaison  
Welcome back and Happy New Year!  We hope 
everyone enjoyed the break.   Thank you all for 
your donations over the last two months of 
money, gift cards, toiletries, food, and warm 
coats.  We were able to give several of our River 
Bend families some much needed help.  It’s 
great to be part of a community that helps out 
its members in need.  As always, if you need 
some information or help finding resources, 
please contact me at the school or by e-mail: 
patricia.anderson@lcps.org.   

For those students interested in or applying to 
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and 
Technology or the Academy of Science, we are 
planning an info night on Jan 28th at 7:00 pm in 
the auditorium.  Interested students and their 
parents can meet and talk to former River Bend 
students currently attending either TJ or AOS.  
It’s a popular event so make sure to put it on 
your calendar! 

Band News 
The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade bands are all in 
concert this January. Over 340 River Bend 
students will be on stage, under the lights, 
performing tons of diverse and challenging 
literature. We hope that you will be able to 
make it to the auditorium for one or more 
shows. Our concert dates and times are: 
  

 8th Grade Advanced Band: Thursday, 
December 17 at 7:00 PM 

 7th Grade Intermediate Band: Tuesday, 
January 22 at 7:00 PM 

 6th Grade GOLD Band (1st & 4th period 
classes): Wednesday, January 30: at 
7:00 PM 

mailto:notlrnc@yahoo.com
mailto:patricia.anderson@lcps.org
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 6th Grade PURPLE Band (2nd period 
class): Wednesday, January 30 at 8:00 
PM 

 
On Saturday, January 12, 67 RBMS Band 
students will be auditioning for placement in 
the District Band Event that encompasses all of 
Loudoun County. The process of preparing for 
an audition is an invaluable experience to 
students, both musically and developmentally. 
Thank you in advance for supporting of all of 
those auditioning. Any student that makes the 
band will participate in the District Band 
Weekend at the new John Champe High School 
from January 31 - February 2. 
 
Thank you VERY much again for your continued 
support of River Bend Bands! 
  
John Mills 
Band Director 

Latin  
Please congratulate the following students for 

their work at the 8th annual Riverbend (that's a 

high school in Fredericksburg!) Certamen.  

Blair, Joshua 
Dorsey, Mackenzie 
Jayanti, Aditya 
Schmid, Katrina 
Chellman, Kathleen 
Ede, Alex 
Greenman, Lucy 
Greer, Johnnie 
Jarquin, Franny 
Liu, Isha 
Macgoy, Julia 
Marshall, Lauren 
Montano, Kevin 
Rachamallu, Medhini 
Robles, Richard 
Tilghman, Josh 
Yeh, Alice 
Zulfika, Rea 

 
Some of the questions they answered were:  

1. The official Latin motto of the United States is 

e pluribus unum. What case is pluribus? 

2. Where would a Roman wear a petasus? 

3. What modern day country is roughly 

equivalent to the Roman province of Lusitania? 

Thank you for encouraging these students in 

the Latin program. 

Andrea Weiskopf 

Continental Math League 
Continental Math League (CML) is a national 
competition that lasts for five months.  Each 
month, students compete by solving 
six detailed, high level reading/math problems.  
The top six scores for each grade level are 
submitted as River Bend's team scores.  Round 
one of the Continental Math League, 
coordinated by Dr. Talbot, took place in 
November.   
 
Currently the leading scorers are: 

 8th Grade: Christian Tessman and 
Antonio Pareja-Lecaros with perfect 
scores of 6. 

 7th Grade:  Natacha Normand and 
Angela Bao with perfect scores of 6. 

 6th Grade: Adam Moldover and Ryan 
Beach each were only missing one 
question to achieve scores of 5. 

School Menu 
The Loudoun County Public Schools new 

Secondary Lunch Menu is a three week 

repeating menu.  This menu may be viewed 

online at www.lcps.org by selecting lunch 

menu. 
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January Calendar

 


